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Journal History and Principles (2004 -2025)

History

• The journal was established in 
2004 at the UOC (Universitat
Oberta de Catalunya) in 
Barcelona by the UOC E-
Learning UNESCO Chair. 

• Initially published in Spanish, it 
became bilingual (Spanish and 
English) in 2010 and has been 
published exclusively in English 
since 2016. 

Principles

Since 2004:

▪ E-journal (no paper)
▪ Open Journal (Diamond)
▪ No APC for authors (Article 

Processing Charges)
▪ International approach
▪ Focused on Digital Education in 

HE institutions



Journal History and Principles (2004 -2025)

ETHE journal Consortium

In 2012, the ETHE Consortium was formed. Today 
comprises five institutions: 

• UOC (University of Catalonia) is the journal's 
owner.

• Dublin City University (Ireland) 
• Guangzhou University (China) 
• Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaiso 

(Chile) 
• Centre for Learning Sciences & Technologies at 

the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

These ETHE journal-associated institutions provide 
both financial and academic support for the 
journal.



ETHE journal Aims and Scope

Aims and scope

This journal aims to facilitate the dissemination of critical scholarly 
works and the exchange of information from a variety of cultural 
perspectives for researchers, professionals, and practitioners in the 
technology-enhanced and digital learning fields in higher 
education; contribute to the advancement of scientific knowledge 
regarding the human and personal approach to using technology in 
higher education; and inform readers about the latest developments in 
the application of digital technologies in higher education learning, 
training, research, and management.



Impact Summary

Springer is a DORA (Declaration on Research Assessment) signatory. While we recognize the 
importance our community places on IFs, we continue to advocate for a balanced yet fair 
approach to journal impact with additional metrics.

Google Scholar: h5 Index

CiteScore (2024)

Impact Factor (JCR 2024)

The h5 Index for International 
Journal of Educational Technology 
in Higher Education

Year h5 Index

2025 95



ETHE in Data
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ETHE’s bibliometric research 
and future challenges.



ETHE analysis 2010-2024

Dr. Melissa Bond

UCL (London) UK

EPPI Centre. Evidence for Policy and Practice
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Rigour, Influence and Prestige

Rigour Influence Prestige

• Double-blind peer review 

• 20 days for initial screening of 
submissions

• 100 days from submission to 
publication

• 3% acceptance rate 

• All open access, no APC

• Rolling publication throughout 
the year

• Ranked second in the top two 
EdTech journals

• 4/756 in Education & 
Educational Research

• High social media presence

• Still a ‘new kid on the block’

• Highly respected Editorial 
Team, Editorial Board and 
International Advisory Board.

• Reasonable gender parity

• Diverse International Advisory 
Board

• Heavy European & North 
American representation on 
the Editorial Board
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Concept map for future research needs 2021 - 2024 (n = 207 articles)

• Pre-service teacher and educator professional 
development with technology

• Impact of digital tools and approaches on learning
outcomes and engagement

• AI tools to support student learning

• Using multimodal data to understand student
learning in a range of contexts

• Impact of social and contextual factors on student
engagement and learning outcomes

Future research



AI in Education: Research Areas

Zawacki-Richter, O., Marín, V.I., Bond, 
M. et al. (2019). Systematic review of 
research on artificial intelligence 
applications in higher education –
where are the educators? International 
Journal of Educational Technology in 
Higher Education, 16, 39.

Bond, M., Khosravi, H., De Laat, M., 
Bergdahl, N., Negrea, V., Oxley, E. & 
Siemens, G. (2024). A meta systematic 
review of artificial intelligence in higher 
education: a call for increased ethics, 
collaboration, and rigour. International 
Journal of Educational Technology in 
Higher Education, 21(1), 4 
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Submitting a paper to a high-
quality international research 
journal.



What are the expectations of international 
research journals?

• Research Output: The submission must be the result of original research.

• Cutting-Edge Research: The submission should analyse key research problems 
relevant to the journal's field.

• International Approach: The analysis should have international implications by 
comparing its main results with international contexts, even if it focuses on a 
national case.

• International Authorship: The authors should represent different countries.

• Formal Structure: The article should follow a commonly accepted structure, 
although modifications can be made if justified.

• Accurate Methodological Design: The research must be grounded in a coherent, 
justified, and clearly defined methodology.

• Clear Conclusions: The submission should include clear and concise conclusions, 
rather than just a summary.



Thank you!

Josep M. Duart
jduart@uoc.edu
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